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W. MICHAEL FARMER EXPLORES  A GREAT MYSTERY IN HIS   
LATEST WESTERN HISTORICAL ADVENTURE NOVEL 

MARIANA ’S KNIGHT :  THE REVENGE OF HENRY FOUNTAIN 
 

Mariana's Knight is a story of survival, coming of age, and revenge. It was 
inspired by a true event that took place in southern New Mexico, involving an 
eight-year old boy and his Republican father believed murdered by Democrats. 
History records that Albert Fountain and his son Henry vanished in the White 
Sands of New Mexico on February 1, 1896. In the search that followed, Fountain's 
wagon and a patch of blood-soaked sand were found. A murder investigation en-
sued, but the case remains one of the great mysteries of the Old West. Legends 
have it that Henry Fountain survived to avenge his father, but only dead men 
know for sure. 

In Mariana’s Knight, W. Michael Farmer explores what might have happened if 
Henry survived the attack. Skillfully weaving real and fictional characters and 
events, Farmer tells the story of how young Henry is rescued by the Apache warri-
or, Yellow Boy, and taken to the ranch of Rufus Pike. When it becomes apparent 
that Rufus can’t take Henry home because the men who killed Albert might kill his 
family to keep what Henry knows from being revealed, Rufus decides to keep him 
hidden at his ranch. In the years that follow, Rufus teaches Henry to become an 
expert marksman, and Yellow Boy teaches him desert survival, training him as he 
would a young Apache. At fourteen, Henry slips away, unbeknownst to Rufus, 
and attempts to extract some revenge, setting off a course of events that leads to 
the death of Rufus and many others.   

  About the Author 

W. Michael Farmer holds a Ph.D. in physics and built 
a career conducting research in atmospheric aerosols 
and in military countermeasures to electro-optical 
weapons sensors. Later, after joining Science and Tech-
nology Corporation in Las Cruces, New Mexico, he 
learned much of the rich history of the Southwest. 
Farmer was a Western Writers of America Spur Award 
finalist for Best First Novel in 2006 and that book was a 
New Mexico Book Award Finalist for Historical Fiction 
in 2007. His last novel, Killer of Witches won a Will 
Rogers Medallion Award and was a finalist in two differ-
ent categories, historical fictional and adventure-drama, 
for the New Mexico-Arizona Book Awards. His latest 
novel, Mariana’s Knight, is available for presale on Ama-
zon. Now retired, Farmer resides in Smithfield, Virgin-
ia, with his wife, Carolyn Keen. W. Michael Farmer is 
available for interviews and speaking engagements and 
may be contacted through his website at 
www.wmichaelfarmer.com or at (757) 334-0428. 
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“Set against formidable kill-or-
be-killed odds, Mariana’s Knight 
builds a powerful story from 
the mysterious cold stones of 
the never solved Fountain mur-
ders. Spur Award finalist, W. 
Michael Farmer knows New 
Mexico’s grandeur, its history, 
and the memorable characters 
who take you there.”   

Paul Colt, award-winning 
author of Boots and Saddles: 
A Call to Glory 
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AUTHOR BIO 

 Born in Nashville, W. Michael Farmer grew up 
outside of Goodletsville, Tennessee, in the Union 
Hill community. As a boy, he says, he was a great 
fan of Western movies and novels and spent his 
spare time making tipis from fifty-pound feed 
sacks, making bows and arrows, and “running half-
naked through the woods ” playing Indian games.  

     As a young man, he attended the University of 
Tennessee where he earned a B.S. in Engineering 
physics, an M.A. in physics, and a Ph.D. in physics.  

     After working as a senior scientist at SAI (now 
SAIC) and Spectron Development Labs, Farmer 
joined the faculty of the University of Tennessee 
Space Institute (UTSI) as a professor of physics and 
conducted research in the measurement of atmos-
pheric aerosols and in military countermeasures to 
electro-optical weapons sensors. While at UTSI, he 
also served as an advisor to NATO for the U.S. Ar-
my.  

     Farmer continued his research on atmospheric 
aerosols after joining Science and Technology Cor-
poration in Las Cruces, New Mexico, where he 
directed the operation of the U.S. Army’s Atmos-
pheric Optics and Data Library.  He learned much 
of the rich history of the Southwest while living in 
Las Cruces for nearly fifteen years. 

     Although a physicist by training, as an author of 
fiction he has published short stories in five anthol-
ogies, won awards for essays at the Christopher 
Newport University Writers’ Conference, and 
published essays in magazines. Farmer now lives 
and writes in Smithfield, Virginia.  
 
     Farmer was a Western Writers of America Spur 
Award finalist for Best First Novel in 2006 and was 
a New Mexico Book Award Finalist for Historical 
Fiction in 2007. His last novel, Killer of  Witches: The 

Life of  Yellow Boy, Mescalero Apache 1860–1951 won a 
Will Rogers Medallion Award and was a finalist in 
two different categories, historical fictional and 
adventure-drama, for the New Mexico-Arizona 
Book Awards. 
 
W. Michael Farmer is available for speaking en-
gagements and may be contacted through his web-
site at www.wmichaelfarmer.com, or you may 
contact him directly at (757) 334-0428. 
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Q: You have a career in physics. Why did you decide to 
write Western fiction? 
Michael: When I lived in New Mexico, doing research at White 
Sands, I learned the story of the Albert Fountain and his son 
Henry, which is one of the great mysteries of the Old West. It 
left a lot of questions: Why would Fountain choose to take his 
young son across the desert when he’d had his life threatened? I 
decided I’d try to write out a few pages, maybe 20,000 words to 
try to sort out what happened. It forced me to research the his-
tory. The more I wrote, the more questions arose, and before I 
knew it, I’d written a fairly long novel and had a satisfactory 
story, at least to my mind, that matched the historical facts sur-
rounding the case. I decided that I really enjoyed writing. It was 
an unexpected pleasure. 
Q: On your website, I saw an Oakley Hall quotation: 
“The pursuit of truth, not facts, is the business of fic-
tion.” What does that quotation mean to you? 
Michael: While I was reading Oakley Hall’s book Warlock, I was 
struck with the idea of how you can find truth with a lie. After I 
read his book, I understood what he was talking about. He was 
saying that in any situation you have different levels of truth. 
Fiction addresses emotional truth. If you want to get to the truth 
of a situation, the best you can do is write a fictional version that 
matches the facts as close as you can. This is one step away from 
creative nonfiction. In my work, I’d written papers all the time, 
but I’d never written fiction. I decided to self-publish that work, 
so that it would be like an education in publishing. I learned 
about marketing, and I was astounded to when my first novel 
became a finalist for Best Western Novel in 2006.  
Q: Which authors have most influenced you as a writ-
er? 
Michael: Thomas Mann, Carey C. Johnson, and Larry 
McMurtry. After I began my technical career, I might have read 
a novel or two a year, if that often. I went to London and found 
Mann’s book Joseph and His Brothers in a bookshop. I read it over 
the course of a year, and when I finished it, I couldn’t stop read-
ing books. I went from reading a novel or two a year to one to 
two per month, maybe more. To this day, I still remember how 
Mann wrote certain scenes, and I try emulate him in my work. 
Carey C. Johnson was a historical fiction writer who wrote 
westerns and was meticulous in his research, very prodigious in 
what he wrote. I consider McMurty’s Lonesome Dove the penulti-
mate Western novel. 
Q: Do you have a set routine you use to get your writ-
ing done? 
Michael: I write for two to three hours in the evenings and full 
days on the weekends. To get started, I read what I wrote on the 
previous day, and that gets me going. I think about plot points. 
When I decide to do a story, there’s an emotional arch to the 
story, a beginning, middle, and end.  In the beginning, a prob-
lem is presented; in the middle, the problems is resolved; and in 
the end, the story is brought to a satisfactory conclusion. I know 
where I want to go with a story, but the plot points are about 

how I get there through the action. How do I best tell the story? 
Yellow Boy was a creation I had to come up with in order for 
Henry Fountain to survive in that first novel. I try to get better 
and keep raising the bar a little bit every time I write. 
Q: What is your best advice for someone who wants to 
be a writer? 
Michael: Rule one: Don’t write unless you have to. Rule two: 
Read at least as much as you write. Rule three: Write every day. 
Rule four: Revise, revise, revise.  
Q: If I write a book, will you read my book and help 
me get it published? 
Michael: I would love to have time to help all of my fans with 
their writing. Unfortunately, I cannot do this. Your writing is 
between you and your editor/publisher. 
Q. When you start a new story, do you outline your 
plot in advance or create the story as you write? 
Michael: On my first book, I tried to write two-page outline, 
which was very coarse, but by the time I was about a quarter into 
the outline, the story had changed. What I’ve learned is to think 
of the story in large blocks of scenes and let it develop as I write.   
Q. How long does it generally take you to write a nov-
el? 
Michael:  My first novel took about three years. The last one I 
did in less than a year. I spend a lot of time on research because 
the historical facts behind the scene in the story are, in fact, char-
acters in the story, and I want to get that stuff right.  
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Eight-year-old Henry Fountain learns that his father, Albert Fountain, plans to travel to Lincoln, New Mexico, to present evi-
dence to a grand jury that could send cattle thieves to prison for many years, and some are very prominent men. Because of this, his father 
has received death threats. Henry’s mother believes no one will attack a man who is traveling with a small boy. She tells him that his fa-
ther has grudgingly agreed to take him along and asks Henry to go and be her caballero (knight) and thereby protect his father, and he ea-
gerly agrees to go.  

On the journey, Albert and Henry strengthen their bond, and Henry’s admiration of his father grows as Albert shares his stories 
of encounters with outlaws while they drive a buckboard wagon a hundred miles through mountain passes and across the Tularosa Basin in 
the dead of winter. Along the way, they stop for supper in a Tularosa cantina and encounter Roy Tibbets, one of Albert’s witnesses for 
the grand jury. Jack Stone and Charlie Bentene intrude on the meeting, try to convince Albert that Tibbets is not a reliable witness, and 
nearly incite a gunfight.  

Albert and Henry stay at Ms. Darcy’s boarding house in Lincoln, where they meet Rufus Pike, who has a small ranch in the Or-
gan Mountains. Pike is visiting Ms. Darcy, his longtime friend, and helping her with some yard and house repairs. Rufus, Albert, and 
Henry become friends over Ms. Darcy’s dinner table, and Henry helps Rufus with the chores and listens to his stories about the Apache 
wars while his father make his presentations at the courthouse. 

Within two weeks, Albert finishes his work and gets his indictments. On January 30, 1896, just before he and Henry leave, Al-
bert receives another threatening note. That night, they stay with Dr. Blazer at the Mescalero Reservation. The next day, two men, in-
cluding one with a red beard and an eyepatch, follow them. That night, they stay in La Luz before beginning the final leg of their trip 
home. In the distance, they see three cowboys riding ahead of them, always in sight, but too far away to be recognized.  

Around 2:30 in the afternoon, Jack Stone, Charlie Bentene, the man with the red beard, and a few others ambush Albert and 
Henry. When Albert is shot in the chest, Henry takes the reins, but his father falls out of the wagon on when he is shot again. Henry stops 
the wagon and runs to his father, who whispers, “Henry. Go.” But Henry is unable to leave his father’s side until the shooter makes him 
go and sit in the wagon while his father lies dying. While he clutches the horse head his mother gave him and blames himself for what has 
happened, Henry hears Stone call the shooter by name Red Tally and hears talk that leads him to believe that Oliver Lee is behind the 
killing. Then he remembers his father’s last words to him and tries to escape by driving the horses up the road. Tally and his men laugh, 
apparently believing the boy won’t get far, and Henry forms his first thoughts of taking vengeance. 

When Henry sees one of their men up the road waiting to stop him, he turns out into the desert and soon bounces from the 
wagon, cutting his face and breaking an arm. To elude capture, he hides in a mesquite thicket. By sunset, Henry suffers delirium from the 
cold.  

As the moon rises, an Apache named Yellow Boy rescues Henry, who loses consciousness when he resets his broken arm. Yel-
low Boy takes Henry to Rufus Pike, the only white man he trusts in the area. When Henry regains consciousness, he tells Rufus about the 
attack and says he won’t go home until he kills his father’s murderers. Impressed with the boy’s courage, Yellow Boy nicknames him 
Hombrecito (Little Man).  

Though originally intent on taking Henry home, when Rufus learns that professional assassin Red Tally was involved, he fears 
that if Henry goes home, Tally will wipe out Henry’s family to ensure that what Henry knows is never revealed. Rufus decides to let Hen-
ry stay at his ranch until he can fend for himself. Rufus and Yellow Boy promise to help Henry settle accounts with the murderers when 
he becomes a man, and over the next several years, Rufus educates Henry and trains him to be an expert long-range marksman with his 
1874 Sharps rifle. Yellow Boy returns to visit frequently and teaches Henry desert survival.  

When Henry is fourteen, he slips away to kill Stone, misses, and is nearly caught by one of Stone’s men. Stone, convinced that a 
Sharps rifle was used in the attack, comes to Rufus’ shack with his men after he learns Rufus owns such a gun. Bentene pistol whips Rufus 
and takes his rifle. Stone threatens to kill him if they learn Rufus was involved. The men see Henry in the back of the property, and Stone 
looks at him carefully, but doesn’t recognize him, and Henry passes himself off as an Indian boy who can’t speak English.  

Yellow Boy appears two days later and tells Rufus his Power says they must hide because men are coming for Rufus and Henry. 
They watch, hidden, that night as men come and search Rufus’ place. The next evening, they camp near Sierra Blanca.  

Rufus rides into Lincoln and learns from Ms. Darcy that Bentene camps outside town and plans to meet with Stone and other 
cattlemen in Alamogordo. That night, Rufus, Yellow Boy, and Henry ride to Bentene’s camp, arriving in time to see Bentene’s men ride 
into Lincoln while Bentene sleeps. Yellow Boy kills Bentene, and they take Rufus’ rifle back. 

Henry, Rufus, and Yellow Boy cross over the Sacramentos and hide near the entrance to Dog Canyon, a few miles from Ala-
mogordo. After creating a plan to draw Stone and his men into an ambush, Henry and Rufus ride into Alamogordo and appear when 
Stone gets off the train, letting him see they have taken the Sharps rifle back, thus enraging Stone. As expected, Stone’s men follow them 
to find out where they’re staying. Later, when Stone, Tally, and their men ride into Dog Canyon, the trap is sprung. Henry shoots Stone 
off his horse, and they kill the other riders, but Tally gets away, and Yellow Boy chases him on foot.  

While Henry and Rufus survey the scene and prepare to dispose of the bodies, a dying Stone shoots Rufus. Henry takes Rufus to 
a hidden canyon and tends to him, but he dies before Yellow Boy returns with the head of Red Tally. Yellow Boy and Henry take Rufus 
back to his ranch and bury him. They discuss the meaning of honor and Henry remembers his mother’s gift of the ivory horse head. They 
decide to disappear from the Tularosa Basin until the disturbance over the disappearance of Stone and his men calms down and Henry can 
return to take revenge one final enemy—Oliver Lee, the man he believes paid Red Tally to kill his father. 

Synopsis of Mariana’s Knight: The Revenge of Henry Fountain 
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