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AN APACHE ILIAD

TRUE STORIES OF GERONIMO’S WAR AND RESERVATION LIFE 1877-1886
W. MICHAEL FARMER

For fans of EMPIRE OF THE SUMMER MOON by S. C. Gwynne, Blood and Thunder by
Hampton Sides, and GERONIMO: HIS OWN STORY as edited by S. M. Barrett.

For nearly ten years, Geronimo and his warriors defied two nations, believing their mountain strongholds
were as impregnable as Troy’s great walls. Like Achilles and Hector, legendary figures emerged—
Geronimo, the fierce and cunning warrior; Captain Emmett Crawford, the relentless American officer;
and Colonel Joaquin Terrazas, Mexico's ruthless Apache hunter. Yet in the end, the war was not lost
on the battlefield, but through deception. Just as the Trojans fell to a wooden horse filled with hidden
enemies, the Apache surrendered to promises never kept, becoming prisoners of war for decades.

Across deserts, mountains, and borderlands, the true scale of the conflict becomes staggering.
Five thousand American troops, three thousand Mexican soldiers, and armed civilian posses scoured
two nations in pursuit of a band so small it could vanish between canyon walls—yet they never broke
them. What finally ended the last Apache war wasn't force but fraud: promises of protection, reunion,
and a peaceful homeland that dissolved the moment Geronimo laid down his weapons. The result was
decades of imprisonment, families scattered, and a people fighting to preserve their identity within the
very system that claimed to save them.

Told through vivid, true stories supported by historic photographs and rare accounts, AN APACHE
ILIAD sheds new light on Geronimo's fight for freedom. This is not just the story of a war—it is the
story of betrayal, endurance, and the resilience of a people whose legacy still echoes through history.
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W. MICHAEL FARMER combines fifteen-plus years of research into nine-
teenth-century Apache history and culture with Southwest-living experience to
fill his stories with a genuine sense of time and place. A retired PhD physicist,
his scientific research has included measurement of atmospheric aerosols with
laser-based instruments. His novels and nonfiction titles have won numerous
awards, including multiple Will Rogers Medallions, New Mexico-Arizona Book
Awards for Literary, Adventure, Historical Fiction, a Non-Fiction, the New Mexico
Book of the Year, and a Spur Finalist Award from Western Writers of America for
Best First Novel.




